Toxic shock syndrome following cessation of prophylactic antibiotics in a child with a 2% scald.
Toxic shock syndrome (TSS) is a rare but serious complication of burns in children. Symptoms usually start within 3 days of the burn injury and even children with minor burns can be susceptible. Prompt diagnosis and rapid treatment is crucial in limiting the morbidity associated with this condition. We report here a 19-month-old child with a 2% scald who developed TSS following cessation of a 5-day course of flucloxacillin. This case highlights a number of issues regarding the use of prophylactic antibiotics and TSS as well as illustrating the continuing need to educate parents concerning the importance of seeking a prompt medical opinion if the child becomes ill following even a minor burn injury.